
The Lord’s Day, December 23rd, 2019

To all who are spiritually weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for 
comfort; to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a 

Savior; to all who are strangers and want fellowship; to all who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness; and to all who will come, this church opens wide her 

doors and offers welcome in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Advent

MANHATTAN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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Welcome 
We are so excited you can be here today to join in worshipping the God 
of the universe with Manhattan Presbyterian Church. We love God and 
are thrilled to see God build this local church body for the furthering of 
His Kingdom in Manhattan, Kansas. We know visiting a church can lead 
to a lot of questions and we’d love to help you find answers so please 
ask. You’ll find a visitor card in the pew, please fill it out and place in the 
offering later in the service. Again, we’re really glad you’re here. 

Sunday Information 

Nursery 
Nursery is provided on the north side of the building (to the right from the 
entryway) for children under 4 years, but they are also always welcome in the 
service. There is also a space for nursing mothers in the nursery.  

Restrooms 
Restrooms are located in the entrance hallway.  

Children’s Sunday School   
We currently have two 8-week sessions of Children’s Sunday School: one in the 
Fall and one in the Spring. It’s for kids 4 years old and up and meets 
immediately after the service. 

Why Robes?  
The pastors wear robes during the service which might seem odd. This has been 
a tradition of the church for many centuries. It helps connect us to our past 
heritage.  

The robe also helps emphasize the office of the pastor and de-emphasize the 
personality of the men in the pulpit. It serves to take notice away from what 
Brian, Travis, Tim or Jon are wearing that particular Sunday, thus focusing us 
away from their terrible fashion senses and onto Christ himself. At first it may 
seem odd, but after a few services you won’t notice it, which is partly the point. 
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SERVING

Serving  

Serving Today (December 23rd 2019) 
Musicians: 
  Piano: Nicola Cyr 
Guitar: Jordan Perlstein 

  Singers: Amy Shanahan and Keaton Koenig 
Sound: Craig Cline 
Nursery: The Clines 
Greeter: Andrea Cline 
Lord’s Supper Prep: Caden, Delaney, Ethan & Logan Cline 
Bread Baker: Laura Hough 
Announcements: Craig Cline 

Serving Next Week (December 30th 2019) 
Musicians: 
  Piano: Nicola Cyr 
  Singers: Susie Stanfield and Christine Durrett 
Sound: Rodney Stanfield  
Nursery: Ethan and Chloe Shanahan 
Greeter: Laura Hough 
Lord’s Supper Prep: Beckham & SadiePiper Hough  
Bread Baker: SadiePiper Hough 
Announcements: Shawn Brandmahl 

How to Help Serve 
If you are interested or willing to serve in any way please let us know.  

We always need more hands to make light work.  

Nursery: Michaela Brooks, mflamb95@gmail.com  
Music (instruments/singing) & Sound: Tim Durrett, timothy_durrett@yahoo.com  
Greeting & Lord's Supper prep: Hope Perlstein, hope.perlstein@gmail.com 
Anything else: Brian Hough, brian@manhattanpres.com 

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as 
an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”    

Galatians 5:1

mailto:brian@manhattanpres.com
mailto:brian@manhattanpres.com
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LIFE IN MANHATTAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

To the Parents of Young Children: 
Welcome! We are so glad you are here and we would especially like to 

welcome those of you with young children. In order to make the most of your 
time with us, may we suggest the following: 
  

Relax!  Unlike many places, we want Manhattan Pres to be a place where 
children are both seen and heard! So don’t worry if your children wiggle in the 

pew or make a little noise. This is God’s house and all are welcome – 
especially the little children! 
  

If you can, sit toward the front of the sanctuary where it is easier for the 
children to see and hear. Children, like the rest of us, tire easily from staring at 

the backs of other peoples’ heads! 
  
Quietly explain the different parts of the service so the children understand 

what’s going on.  
  

Sing the hymns, pray the prayers, and participate in the responses. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. 
  

If you have to step outside of the sanctuary during the service, feel free to do 
so. But please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” 

  
Let’s be sure to welcome the children so that they always know that the 
church is for them as much as it is for the rest of us! 

  

To the Members of our Church Family: 
The presence of children is a gift to our church, and they are a tangible 
reminder that our church family is growing. Please welcome our children and 

give a smile of encouragement to their parents.  They probably need 
it! Children, please feel free to draw or write on this worship program as well 
as the children’s bulletin or Children’s Sermon Note sheets available.
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LIFE IN MANHATTAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

NEWS & EVENTS
Small Groups 

Small groups will begin meeting again in January!  
Sunday group: Jan 13th 

Thursday group: Jan 17th

Men’s Saturday Study 
Saturday, Jan. 5th at 8:30a 

BlueStem Bistro in Aggieville 
Men, come study the Lord’s Prayer, fellowship and pray.  

No preparation or prior knowledge necessary. Come when you can, no 
commitment required.  

This group meets the 1st and 3rd Saturday of every month. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Monday, Dec. 24th at 7p 

We will meet together to celebrate the eve of Christ’s birth that ends the 
time of Advent!  

No nursery, all kids can join us in the short service!

Ladies’ January Book Club 
Wednesday, Jan. 9th at 7p 

Radina’s Aggieville 
We are reading “Refresh: Embracing a Grace-paced life in a world of 

emdless demands” by Shonna and David Murray- a great book to start the 
New Year with! :)  

Men- there’s a great counterpart book for y’all, just FYI.  
It’s called “Reset: Living a grace-paced life in a burnout culture” also by 

David Murray
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Call to Worship 
Luke 2:14; Isaiah 9:2 

Pastor: Come, let us worship our God and King! 

People: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace      

to those on whom his favor rests! 

Pastor: The people walking in darkness have seen a great 

light; on those living in the land of the shadow of 

death a light has dawned. 

People: Jesus Christ is our life and light!

Standing 

God invites us 
to worship Him, 
we respond to 
His invitation.  

GOD CALLS US

Reflection 

“He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was revealed 
in these last times for you.” 

- 1 Peter 1:20 

Let the just rejoice, For their justifier is born. 

Let the sick and infirm rejoice, For their Savior is born.  

Let the captives rejoice, For their Redeemer is born.  

Let slaves rejoice, For their Master is born. 

Let free men rejoice, For their Liberator is born. 

Let all Christians rejoice, For Jesus Christ is born.  

- Augustine of Hippo  
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HYMN OF ADORATION

The First Noel 

The first Noel the angel did say  

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  

Born is the King of Israel  

They looked up and saw a star  

shining in the east, beyond them far;  

and to the earth it gave great light,  

and so it continued both day and night.  

 Chorus 

And by the light of that same star  

three Wise Men came from country far;  

to seek for a king was their intent,  

and to follow the star wherever it went.  

 Chorus 

This star drew nigh to the northwest,  

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;  

and there it did both stop and stay,  

right over the place where Jesus lay.  

 Chorus 

Then entered in those Wise Men three,  

full reverently upon the knee,  

and offered there, in his presence,  

their gold and myrrh and frankincense.  

 Chorus

Standing 

Matthew 1:18 
“Now the birth 
of Jesus Christ 
took place in 
this way. When 
his mother 
Mary had been 
betrothed to 
Joseph, before 
they came 
together she 
was found to 
be with child 
from the Holy 
Spirit.” 

In French, 
“joyeux noel”  
means “Merry 
Christmas.” 

“o’er” means 
“over” 

Words & Music: 
Anonymous (1833)
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Prayer of Adoration 

This is a prayer of praise and adoration for who God is. This 

prayer focuses on the glory and honor of our great and mighty 

God, but also asks God to help us worship Him. 

Standing 

Pastor Brian 
Hough 

GOD CLEANSES US

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name.  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil:  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

Each week after 
the Prayer of 
Adoration with 
one voice we 
pray the Lord’s 
Prayer.  
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Affirmation of Faith 
Heidelberg Catechism Question 26 

Pastor: How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man? 

People: Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking 

to himself a true body, and a reasonable soul, 

being conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

in the womb of the virgin Mary, and born of her, 

yet without sin.

Standing 

Catechism is a 
strange word. 
It’s basic 
meaning is “to 
teach orally.” 
They are written 
as a series of 
questions and 
answers 
designed to 
teach the 
people of God a 
summary of 
what the 
Scriptures 
teach, also 
called doctrine. 

The Heidelberg 
Catechism was 
written 1563, 
there are 129 
Questions and 
Answers. 

Gloria Patri is a 
brief historical 
praise to God 
which clearly 
sets forth 
Trinitarian 
understanding

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen



Words of Assurance 

Galatians 4:4–5 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were 

under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”
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CONFESSION OF SIN

We Confess Our Sin 
God of salvation, in Christ You have done great things—our 

hearts are filled with joy. By Your power You lifted us out of the 

wasteland of sin and brought us with joy and laughter into Your 

kingdom. Salvation is Your gift to us.  

But we confess that often we try to replace Your gift with our 

own efforts.  

We try to complete what is already perfect;  

we try to add to what is already full;  

we try to earn what we already have.  

Forgive us for our foolishness.  

Help us to focus on Your grace.  

Help us to live grateful lives in return.  

For Jesus’ sake alone. Amen

Sitting 

Because sin is 
so pervasive in 
both our 
corporate and 
individual lives, 
Christians are 
called to come 
before our 
holy God with 
honesty and 
transparency, 
confessing our 
brokenness 
and asking for 
both  
forgiveness 
and healing 
through Jesus 
Christ.  

See 1 John 1:9 
for more on 
confession. 

The Words of 
Assurance 
declare the 
good news 
that all those 
who hope in 
Jesus alone to 
make them 
right with God 
are forgiven, 
not based on 
their own 
merits, but 
based on 
God’s promise 
of salvation in 
Christ. 

Silent Confession of Sin

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Bill & Christy Boyce
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PSALMS, HYMNS AND SPIRITUAL SONGS

As With Gladness Men of Old  

As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious God, may we 

Evermore be led to Thee! 

As with joyful steps they sped, 
To that lowly cradle bed, 
There to bend the knee before 

Him whom heaven and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet 

Ever seek Thy mercy-seat! 

As they offered gifts most rare 

At That cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sin's alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King! 

Holy Jesus, every day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 
And when earthly things are past. 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

In the heavenly country bright 
Need they no created light; 

Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 
Thou its Sun which goes not down. 

There forever may we sing 
Alleluias to our King!

Standing 

Matthew 2:10–
11 
“When they 
saw the star, 
they rejoiced 
exceedingly 
with great joy. 
And going 
into the house 
they saw the 
child with 
Mary his 
mother, and 
they fell down 
and worshiped 
him.” 

“alloy” means 
sin’s tendency 
to mix and 
corrupt. 

Words: William C. 
Dix, 1860 

Composer: Konrad 
Kocher, 1838 
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PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP

Passing of the Peace 
Ephesians 2:17–18 

Pastor: “He came and preached peace to you who were far off 

and peace to those who were near. For through him 

we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.” The 

peace of the Lord be with you always 

People: And also with you.  

Standing 

Members of the 
congregation 
greet one 
another with a 
sign of 
friendship such 
as, “The peace 
of Christ with 
you” and the 
response, “And 
also with you.” 

1 John 4

Pastoral Prayer 
Elder Travis Shanahan  

Sitting 

The Pastoral 
Prayer is a 
prayer offered 
by an elder 
during the 
service of 
worship for, 
and on behalf 
of, the 
congregation.
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We Give Generously  

The offering is a way for Christians to support the church’s 

mission and ministry. Christians give back to God a portion of 

all the resources which God has given. We give as an act of 

faith and gratitude in response to God’s grace to us.  

Sitting 

We include 
giving in the 
service 
because we 
view it as a 
means of 
participating 
in worship.  

If you are 
guest today 
please feel no 
obligation to 
give.  

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING

Words for Reflection 

We are the Receivers, 

receivers of love 

receivers of grace 

receivers of Jesus. 

We are the Givers, 

following God’s call, 

following Jesus, 

following our hearts. 

Lord, we give these offerings for the work of your kingdom, 

with humble thanks for mercies received.

Online Giving Option 
We learn in the Scriptures that giving is an act of worship to God. That is 
why we include an offering in the liturgy each week. We also know that 
in a era when we don’t use checks or cash very often, remembering to 

bring it to church with you can be difficult. In order to assist your desire 
to faithfully support Manhattan Pres the Elders have decided to set up an 
online giving option. You can give via check or card; one time or setup a 

reoccurring gift. As always, all gifts are tax deductible under our  
501(c)(3) status.  

To give online go to  
manhattanpres.churchcenter.com  

We will always have time of offering in the worship service as well.



13

PREACHING OF GOD’S WORD

We preach 
from the 
English 
Standard 
Version. 

As the Bible is 
the primary 
means by 
which God 
speaks to and 
edifies His 
people, we 
read and listen 
to the 
Scriptures 
together in 
worship. In 
ancient Israel 
and the early 
church, 
services of 
worship were 
organized for 
the public 
reading of 
Scripture - a 
practice vital to 
building up the 
community of 
faith.  

A sermon is not 
just a teaching 
for living; it is 
mainly a time 
when Christ 
encounters His 
people through 
His Word.  

When Love Came Down: Matthew 1:18-25 
Pastor Brian Hough 

Isaiah 40:8 
“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 
God will stand forever.” 
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HYMN OF RESPONSE

Silent Night! Holy Night! 

Silent night! Holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and Child. 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight! 

Glories stream from heav'n afar, 

Heavenly hosts sing: Alleluia, 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Silent night! Holy night! 

Wondrous star, lend thy light;  

with the angels let us sing  

alleluia to our King;  

Christ, the Savior is born!  

Christ, the Savior is born!

Standing 

Luke 2:16 
“And they went 
with haste and 
found Mary and 
Joseph, and the 
baby lying in a 
manger.” 

“Alleluia” 
means “God be 
praised!” 

Words: Joseph 
Mohr, 1818 

Public Domain
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GOD COMMUNES WITH US

The Lord’s Supper 
Communion is a sign and seal for those who believe in Jesus Christ alone for the 

forgiveness of sin. It's not for good people. It's for you if you believe and embrace 

that you are worse and more messed up than you ever dare to admit; and yet you 

are more loved and accepted by our Savior than you had ever dared to hope - 

this is because of the life, the death and the resurrection of Jesus for you.  

You will be invited to come forward. We serve wine, but also offer grape juice 

(cups on the outside ring) for those who prefer for reasons of personal 

conviction. We offer a gluten free bread option for communion for those whose 

diets necessitate it. Please let us know in advance if you need this option and we 

can accommodate you. 

Children are welcome to come with their parents. Each child should talk with the 

elders about his or her belief in Christ before taking the Lord's Supper. Please 

contact us to do that at a future date.  

If you are not taking the Lord's Supper with us today, we don't want this to be an 

awkward time. You can come forward and an elder will pray with you or you may 

stay seated and pray one of the prayers provided on the next page. We're glad 

you're here today.  

Words of Institution  

Pastor: Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Pastor: Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. 

People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. 

Pastor: The gifts of God are for the people of God. Come eat and drink with 

thanksgiving. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
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GOD COMMUNES WITH US

The prayers below are provided as guides for your 
silent, individual prayer during the Lord’s Supper 

PRAYER FOR THOSE SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH 
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Grant that I might 

be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing 

so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open me to the 

reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent and 

convincing, and that leads to the life you promise. Amen. 

PRAYER OF FAITH 
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever dared 

admit, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. 

I thank you for paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to 

offer me complete forgiveness. Knowing that you have been raised from the 

dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in a life of committed discipleship 

in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your 

people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.
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GOD SENDS US

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the newborn King: 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th'angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King." 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold him come, 

Offspring of the Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail th'incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Refrain 

Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

Ris'n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Refrain

Standing 

Luke 2:13–14 
“And suddenly 
there was with 
the angel a 
multitude of the 
heavenly host 
praising God 
and saying, 
“Glory to God in 
the highest, and 
on earth peace 
among those 
with whom he is 
pleased!”” 

“incarnate” 
mean embodied 
in flesh 

Words & Music: 
Charles Wesley, 1739 

Mendelssohn 



The Service of Covenant Renewal concludes  

Join us tomorrow evening at 7p for  
Lessons & Carols Candlelight Service
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Benediction is 
parting words. 
Either a quote 
from Scripture 
or informed by 
the Scriptures 
to encourage 
the people of 
God as they 
leave.  

Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

praise Him all creatures here below;  

praise Him above ye heavenly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Doxology is a 
hymn 
containing an 
ascription of 
praise to God. 

Thomas Ken, 1709

Benediction  

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 

that we ask or think, according to the power at work within 

us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 

Ephesians 3:20–21

GOD SENDS US
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