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Reflection 

“He drained the cup of God's wrath bone dry, leaving not a drop for us 
to drink.” 

- Richard Allen Bodey 

“It's like that long Saturday between Your death and the rising day, 
when no one wrote a word, wondered is this the end” 

- Caedmon’s Call  

“Christ has not only spoken to us by his life but has also spoken for us 
by his death.” 

- Soren Kierkegaard 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

          - John 3:16 

"The Test of Love—is Death."   

- Emily Dickinson  

REFLECTION
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Call to Worship 
From John 1:9-11; 3:17  

Pastor: The light has come into the world,  

             yet the world loved darkness rather than light.  

People: God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the 

world, but that the world might be saved through him.  

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them unto the Lord.  

Standing 

God invites us 
to worship 
Him, we 
respond to His 
invitation.  

GOD CALLS US

Explanation of “Tenebrae” Service  

The service of Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or “shadows,” has been 
practiced by the church since medieval times. Once a service for the 
monastic community, Tenebrae later became an important part of the 
worship for the common folk during Holy Week. Today we join 
Christians of many generations throughout the world in using the 
liturgy of Tenebrae.  

Tenebrae is a prolonged meditation on Christ’s suffering. Readings 
trace the story of Christ’s passion, music helps us reflect, the candles 
being extinguished helps us see and feel the weight of Christ’s death 
upon the cross.



3

THE RECOLLECTION 

What Wondrous Love Is This 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

when I was sinking down, sinking down; 

when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 

to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; 

to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM  

while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on; 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 

and through eternity, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and through eternity I’ll sing on.

Standing 

Psalm 31:21 
“Blessed be 
the LORD, for 
he has 
wondrously 
shown his 
steadfast love 
to me when I 
was in a 
besieged city.” 

John 3:16 
“For God so 
loved the 
world, that he 
gave his only 
Son, that 
whoever 
believes in him 
should not 
perish but have 
eternal life.” 

Words & Music: 
American Folk 
Hymn
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Scripture #1 - Preparing For The Feast
Sitting 

THE RECOLLECTION

Mark 14:12–16 
“And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they 
sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, 
“Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat 
the Passover?” And he sent two of his disciples and said 
to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of 
water will meet you. Follow him, and wherever he enters, 
say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where 
is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room 
furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” And the 
disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as 
he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.”

Scripture #2 - The Prediction

Mark 14:26–31 
“And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall 
away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the 
sheep will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go 
before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even though 
they all fall away, I will not.” And Jesus said to him, “Truly, 
I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, 
you will deny me three times.” But he said emphatically, 
“If I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And they all 
said the same.”

THE FIRST CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED
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CONFESSION OF SIN

Words of Assurance 

Acts 10:43 

“To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

We Confess Our Sin 
Merciful God,  

Our sins are too heavy to carry,  

too real to hide,  

and too deep to undo.  

Forgive what our lips tremble to name,  

what our hearts no longer can bear,  

and what is for us a consuming fire of judgment.  

Set us free from the slavery of sin and grant us grace  

to grow more and more in your likeness and image;  

In the name of Jesus Christ, the light of the world, Amen.

Silent Confession of Sin

Sitting 

Because sin is 
so pervasive in 
both our 
corporate and 
individual lives, 
Christians are 
called to come 
before our 
holy God with 
honesty and 
transparency, 
confessing our 
brokenness 
and asking for 
both  
forgiveness 
and healing 
through Jesus 
Christ.  

See 1 John 1:9 
for more on 
confession. 

The Words of 
Assurance 
declare the 
good news 
that all those 
who hope in 
Jesus alone to 
make them 
right with God 
are forgiven, 
not based on 
their own 
merits, but 
based on 
God’s promise 
of salvation in 
Christ. 
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THE FEAST

Scripture #3 - Setting The Table

Mark 14:17–25 
“And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. And 
as they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, 
“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is 
eating with me.” They began to be sorrowful and to say 
to him one after another, “Is it I?” He said to them, “It is 
one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish 
with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he 
had not been born.” 
And as they were eating, he took bread, and after 
blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, “Take; 
this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 
And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many. Truly, I say to you, I will not 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I 
drink it new in the kingdom of God.””

COMMUNION:  

We come together at the table of the Lord. 

Sitting 
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PSALMS, HYMNS AND SPIRITUAL SONGS

Go to Dark Gethsemane 

Go to dark Gethsemane, 

all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

Your Redeemer's conflict see; 

Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away; 

Teach us Lord, how we should pray. 

Follow to the judgment hall; 

View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh the worm-wood and the gall! 

O the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 

Help us, Lord, to bear our cross. 

Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb 

There' adoring at His feet, 

Mark the miracle of time, 

God's own sacrifice complete: 

"It is finished!" Hear him cry; 

Save us, Lord, when death draws nigh. 

Early hasten to the tomb 

Where they laid his breathless clay; 

All is solitude and gloom; 

Who hath taken Him away? 

Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes: 

Savior, teach us so to rise.

Standing 

Mark 14:32–34 
“And they 
went to a 
place called 
Gethsemane. 
And he said to 
his disciples, 
“Sit here while 
I pray.” And he 
took with him 
Peter and 
James and 
John, and 
began to be 
greatly 
distressed and 
troubled. And 
he said to 
them, “My soul 
is very 
sorrowful, 
even to death. 
Remain here 
and watch.”” 

“nigh” means near 
or soon.  

Words: James 
Montgomery, 1825 

Music: Richard 
Redhead, 1853 

ccl# 11250329
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THE GROWING DARKNESS

Sitting Scripture #4 - Jesus’ Agony

Matthew 26:36–44 
“Then Jesus went with them to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I 
go over there and pray.” And taking with him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and 
troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is very 
sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with 
me.” And going a little farther he fell on his face and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup 
pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 
And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. 
And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me 
one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” Again, for the second time, he went away and 
prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, 
your will be done.” And again he came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them 
again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying 
the same words again.” 

THE SECOND CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED
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Sitting 

THE GROWING DARKNESS

Scripture #5 - Jesus’ Betrayal and Arrest

Matthew 26:45–50; 55-56 
“Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep 
and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the 
twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and 
clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 
Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The 
one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” And he came up to 
Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed 
him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” 
Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized 
him.” 

“At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come 
out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture 
me? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you 
did not seize me. But all this has taken place that the 
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples left him and fled.”

THE THIRD CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED
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THE GROWING DARKNESS

Sitting 
Scripture #6 - Peter’s Denial

Matthew 26:69–75 
“Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a 
servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, 
saying, “I do not know what you mean.” And when he 
went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, 
and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus 
of Nazareth.” And again he denied it with an oath: “I do 
not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders 
came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of 
them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to 
invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know 
the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. And 
Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the 
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he 
went out and wept bitterly.”

THE FOURTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED
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HYMN

When I Survey The Wondrous Cross     

When I survey the wondrous cross  

On which the Prince of glory died,  

My richest gain I count but loss,  

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,  

Save in the death of Christ my God;  

All the vain things that charm me most,  

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See from His head, His hands, His feet,  

Sorrow and love flow mingled down;  

Did ever such love and sorrow meet,  

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine,  

That were a present far too small:  

Love so amazing, so divine,  

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Standing 

Galatians 6:14 
“But far be it 
from me to 
boast except 
in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by 
which the 
world has 
been crucified 
to me, and I to 
the world.” 

Word & Music: 
Isaac Watts 1707 

ccl# 11250329
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THE CROSS

Sitting 

Scripture #7 - Jesus is Condemned

Matthew 27:24–26 
“So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but 
rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am 
innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” And all 
the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our 
children!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and 
having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.”

THE FIFTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED

Scripture #8 - Jesus is Crucified

John 19:17–18; 25-27 
“So they took Jesus and he went out, bearing his own 
cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in 
Aramaic is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and 
with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus 
between them.” 
“but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and 
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple 
whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, 
“Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, 
“Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple 
took her to his own home.”

THE SIXTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED
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THE CROSS

Sitting Scripture #9 - Redemption Complete

Matthew 27:50–54 
“And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded 
up his spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, 
and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. 
And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to 
many. When the centurion and those who were with him, 
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what 
took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this 
was the Son of God!””
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THE CROSS

Were You There  

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, Oh, Oh 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Oh, Oh, Oh 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Oh, Oh, Oh 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Standing 

Mark 16:6 
“And he said to 
them, “Do not 
be alarmed. 
You seek Jesus 
of Nazareth, 
who was 
crucified. He 
has risen; he is 
not here. See 
the place 
where they laid 
him. 

Words & Music: 
Spiritual 

SILENTLY DEPART 

Please join us Sunday at 9:00a for  
Resurrection Day Worship 

THE CHRIST CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED
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